Over the last five years, and especially since the disintegration of the Soviet empire, considerable interest has been displayed by Western and Israeli scholars in the long-closed Hebrew and Jewish research collections of Eastern Europe. Despite broad interest in former Soviet libraries, the Jewish collections in once communist East Central Europe (other than Hungary) and the Balkans remain virtually unknown to outside scholars.
In February 1993, during leave from the British Library, I had occasion to examine the Bulgarian state collection of Hebraica, which is held in the General Department on Archives at the Council of Ministers, Sofia. The visit was sponsored by the Val madonna Trust Library, London, and I was accompanied by Mr. J. V. Lunzer, Custo dian of the Trust. During the visit we were met by Mr. Panto Kolev, Deputy General Director of the General Department on Archives, as well as various archivists in the Department. 4 There are apparently no incunables in the collection. 5 
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